
Advent Peace Park



St Mary’s By the Sea 
Anglican.  
Auckland.  
Angela Blundell & 
Nanette Randal 
(2018)



St Mary’s By the Sea 
Anglican.  
Auckland.  
Angela Blundell & 
Nanette Randal 
(2019)



Clevedon Anglican 
Parish. 
Sarah Parks

Advent 
Calendar 
Letterboxes



Mark Hewitt, 
The Corner 

 Uniting Church, 
Adelaide



Mark Hewitt, 
The Corner 

 Uniting Church, 
Adelaide



Mark Hewitt, 
The Corner 

 Uniting Church, 
Adelaide



ART



Art historian Katie Kresser,  “One of the functions of art is to disrupt the 
calcification of faith.” I like this thought for a few reasons, but I 
especially like that she doesn’t say prevent the calcification of faith. 
Her verb choice—disrupt—assumes calcification is inevitable. 
What Kresser takes for granted is that we become numb to truth 
and beauty when it’s presented the same way again and again. One 
of art’s responsibilities is to make us vulnerable again, to subvert 
our callousness and make us porous enough to receive truth and 
beauty, the way poetry forces you to look at things from odd 
angles, to hear something familiar in a new cadence or imagine it 
sideways through metaphor. ... 

Article: Celestial and Strange: On Art that Disrupts, By Annelise Jolley https://www.ekstasismagazine.com/blog/2019/10/28/celestial-and-strange-on-art-that-disrupts



In recent years, what’s permeated my heart the most has not been 
my church’s liturgy but poetry and visual art that touches the 
sacred, approaching faith in unfamiliar ways. Maybe it takes an 
artist’s perspective to evoke mystery from what has grown familiar.  

Article: Celestial and Strange: On Art that Disrupts, By Annelise Jolley https://www.ekstasismagazine.com/blog/2019/10/28/celestial-and-strange-on-art-that-disrupts



ART
Traditional



The Nativity, Gari Melchers 
Contemporary













MUSIC/TRACKS
The Brilliance, e.g. May You Find A Light. 
Future of Forestry, e.g. O Come, O Come.  
Mike Crawford and His Secret Siblings  
Young Oceans 
Gungor 
Sufjan Stevens 
Opiate Mass



The Brilliance: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wRQp3rNQuAM  (2 min interview)



Future of Forestry: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uKi-uKfCXYQ



RESOURCES: PROOST.CO.UK

Ten stories for Advent & Christmas  

(free download)

60 pages - Advent Candle lighting words, 

 stories, ideas. $5

Noisy Night $5



Noisy Night, https://proost.co.uk



RESOURCES:  
THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE.COM



https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/
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RESOURCES:  
CHRISTINE SINE

The Gift of Wonder: 
Creative Practices for Delighting in God 



THANK YOU
If you found this session helpful you might like to join us in 2021 for a series of 
5 webinars covering most elements of the Church Year, plus some. These will 
be spread through the year.

Did You Observe That? Rescuing weekly  worship from the 
mundane. 

Five online resourcing events for the church year with Mark 
Pierson, and the Carey Centre for Lifelong Learning.

www.markpierson.org.nz    I    mark@markpierson.org.nz


