
Welcome to Advent: what are you waiting for? 
While we’re gathering, write in CHAT your answers to 
these questions... 
1. Where you are joining us from?  
2. How many people are watching with you?  
Other beings?  
3. How many Sundays are there in the season of Advent 
this year? 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6? 
4. Is this the same every calendar year? Yes/No 
5. Does it change in a Leap year? Yes/No 

Background Tracks: O Holy Night, by Katie Melua, Brady Toops, Mike 
Crawford & His Secret Siblings, Sleeping At Last.



ADVENT: WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?
A COLLECTION OF RANDOM IDEAS FOR WORSHIP EVENTS OFFERED BY MARK PIERSON [LEAD CURATOR 
& PASTOR, RHYTHMS OF GRACE CHURCH, PARNELL, AUCKLAND.]
mark@markpierson.org.nz



Jim Jarmusch - filmmaker, 
musician...  Interview 
quoted in MovieMaker 
Magazine #53 - January 22, 
2004 

CREATIVITY:
STEALING WITH INTEGRITY



CHURCH YEAR
CYCLE OF DAYS AND FESTIVALS

[ALSO KNOWN AS CHRISTIAN YEAR AND LITURGICAL YEAR]



Advent 
  Christmas 
    Lent 
      Holy Week 
        Easter
          Pentecost 

                    Advent …

Church 
Year



Advent 
  Christmas 
    Lent 
      Holy Week 
        Easter
          Pentecost 

          Season for Creation
                    Advent …

Church 
Year



Denham Grierson says:  
“One of the dangers afflicting us in modern life is that all 
events become the same, indistinguishable from all other 
events, flowing together to form an undistinguished, even 
monotonous pattern. No spaces are observed, no vigils set, no 
silences held. Nothing in particular is honoured. As a 
consequence, everything in general is in danger of losing its 
meaning. That, after all, is the significance of Sunday: a day 
when we stop, and recover, and reflect and remember who 
God is, and therefore who we are in the light of our confession 
to be his children.



But we need to make our lives deeper and richer in 
ceremonial tradition. Only in such ways is the meaning of our 
lives enhanced, the significance of our human journey 
recognised and upheld. It has been said of our present 
generation in contrast to those of other generations: ‘They 
were experience rich and stimuli poor; we are experience 
poor and stimuli rich.’ We would add: and as a consequence, 
without meaning.



It is time we began to attend to such things, intentionally, 
deliberately, intelligently. Perhaps the first step is to look at 
the rituals we honour and which define us – or, more 
accurately, those we neglect because we have ceased to 
notice them.  

Is it not time in relation to this matter of rituals that we asked 
each other, ‘Did you observe that?’ ” 



CHURCH YEAR
COLOURS, AKA LITURGICAL COLOURS

Advent 
Christmas 
 Lent 
 Holy Week 
 Easter
 Pentecost



CHURCH YEAR CLOTHESLINE PIX



NZ ANGLICAN LECTIONARY^

^ANGLICAN.ORG.NZ/RESOURCES/WORSHIP-RESOURCES-KARAKIA/ 
LECTIONARY-AND-RELATED

- titles in Maori 
- colours 
- dates 
- other events 
- readings 
- prayers

DIVIDES MOST OF SCRIPTURE INTO DAILY AND WEEKLY  
READINGS - PSALM, OLD TESTAMENT, GOSPEL, LETTER -  
LINKED TO THEMES. 

LITURGY.CO.NZ

LECTIONARY







  
NZ METHODIST /  
PRESBYTERIAN



[CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY]
CHRIST THE KING (OR THE REIGN OF CHRIST) 
SUNDAY/KO TE KARAITI TE KĪNGĪ 
34TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME/TE RĀTAPU 
TORU TEKAU MĀ WHĀ O HE WĀ NOA IHO  



[CHRISTMAS EVE/DAY]
STARTS SEASON OF CHRISTMAS 
12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS



CHRISTMAS QUIZ



E. ADVENT



ADVENT SERVICE THEME/S



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eC0FGQLBp7w



TRADITIONAL THEMES

Hope

Peace

Love

Joy

The coming of Christ in...



TRADITIONAL THEMES
Jesus the Coming One  

Jesus the Promised One 
  
Jesus the Given One  

Jesus the Present One



Longing & Hoping

Imagining & Peace

Welcoming & Loving

Waiting & Joy

TRADITIONAL THEMES: 
CONTEMPORARY TWIST



Hope/Hopelessness 

Peace/Violence 

Joy/Anxiety 

Love/Indifference 



Hope - koru

Peace - Water

Love - Paua

Joy - Pohutakawa

Angela Blundell 
has made her 

liturgies available 
for you to use. 
They are in the 
Resources File.



Expectation (announcement and prophecy) 
  
Uncertainty (shepherds, scholars, Herod) 

Community (the nativity) 

Desperation (the escape to Egypt)   


